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[Catheter intervention to venous system using expandable 
metallic stents]. 

[Article in Japanese] 

Nakanishi T, Fukuoka H, Yamamoto K, Tuji S, Azuma K, Ito K, Naito / 

Department of Radiology, Hiroshima University School of Medicine. 

Superior vena cava syndrome mainly associated with malignant tumors, is 
usually resistant to any therapy. Although mechanical dilation of narrowed 
lumen is ideal for relief of symptoms, conventional balloon angioplasty has 
not been effective method. Surgical intervention is not a good choice in 
patients with advanced malignant tumors. Recently developed expandable 
metallic stents have been adopted to superior vena cava syndrome with good 
results. In this article, characteristics of expandable metallic stents is 
reviewed, and our experience of expandable metallic stents (Gianturco stent 
and Wallstent) in venous system is indicated. In addition, percutaneous 
insertion of inferior vena cava filter (Greenfield filter) is also mentioned. 
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